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Whitley Park Primary and Nursery School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	21/09/25

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	21/09/26

	Name of the school music lead
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Rachel Lockwood

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Hannah Wood

	Name of local music hub 
	Berkshire Music Hub

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Berkshire Musicians Trust



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	The Music Subject Curriculum documents are published on the school’s website in the curriculum section. This information outlines in year group phases, the core knowledge and skills that the children learn. There is also a section outlining specific musical vocabulary and the range of activities to meet these goals on offer to the children in their learning. These documents are informed by Development Matters, the National Curriculum and by the Model Music Curriculum (March 2021).
[bookmark: _Hlk210543953]The curriculum at Whitley Park is spiral in nature so that the children revisit skills, vocabulary and knowledge as they progress through the school, building on their understanding of the history of Music, listening and attention, composing and performance skills.
Kapow is used as the main resource scheme for Music in EYFS, KS1 and KS2. The scheme gives children access to a number of songs from different cultures and genres which they use to develop their singing skills. They are given opportunities to play tuned and untuned percussion instruments and opportunities to lead groups of children as conductors and arrangers.
Our Nursery and Reception practitioners provide a wealth of opportunities for the youngest children in singing activities and hands on continuous provision. Children learn to respect musical instruments, how to sing as part of a group and the beginnings of solo work and conducting through engaging games and singing sessions.
The pupils in our school with additional needs access an adaptive version of Kapow and are taught by visiting specialists from Berkshire Musicians Trust.
Approximately half an hour each week is devoted to musical learning.



[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	Extra-Curricular Music:
[bookmark: _Hlk210543984]The Music Subject lead runs a school KS2 choir after school and at lunchtimes. This choir works towards the annual Berkshire Musicians Trust Junior Music Festival which gives the children an opportunity to perform as a massed choir with other school children in Reading at the Hexagon Theatre. The choir also works towards singing at school fairs and at community events. Entry to the choir is free and open to all without audition.


Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	[bookmark: _Hlk210544012]A range of musical activities are planned throughout the year, capitalising on whole school celebrations such as the King’s Coronation, Year 6 leavers etc.
At the end of the Autumn Term, KS2 take part in the Great Whitley Park Christmas Sing Off where each class prepares a song to enter into a competition. The heats for the event are held at Reading Gateway Church with the Final taking place in school.
Judging is performed by members of the school community including Senior Teachers, Governors, Admin and Site Staff and representatives from KS1.
KS1 and Nursery perform year group productions at this time of year based on familiar stories with songs, instruments, acting and costumes. 
Rocksteady visit school once a week with parents paying a fee for children to take part. There is a concert featuring these rock bands at the end of each term with opportunities for other year groups and parents to be audience members. The final concert of the year in July takes place outside on the school field, creating a rock festival experience for the whole school.
Workshops from visiting music professional are enjoyed by children and staff. Some examples in previous years are steel pans and the use of the voice in singing and public speaking.
Music is evident in whole school assemblies with children in KS2 given an opportunity to reflect on the lyrics of a song each week. Children in KS1 regularly sing together and build up a bank of songs with a seasonal theme.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	The school would like to offer more music clubs including ensembles, recorders and handbells with a particular emphasis on engaging boys in music making.
Another consideration would be to revisit the many offers made by Berkshire Music Trust to have subsidised instrumental lessons for individuals and groups.
The Music Subject lead will be trialling other music packages with a view to extending the variety of musical activities on offer in curriculum time and increase the time devoted to music in the timetable.
As a school we would also like to increase the number of trips to watch professionals making music and invite more musicians into school.


Further information (optional)
	The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school.
The activities of the Berkshire Music hub can found by following this link:
https://www.berksmusictrust.org.uk/about/berkshire-music-hub/
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